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August 26, 2020 

 
MEMORANDUM TO:  Patricia Craven, Wharton Planning Board Secretary 

FROM:  Jessica C. Caldwell, P.P., A.I.C.P., L.E.E.D. – G.A., Board Planner 

SUBJECT:  Morris Regional School District Long-Range Facilities Plan Review 

 
On July 13, 2020, the Morris Regional School District submitted its Long-Range Facilities Plan to 
the Planning Board for review.  According to Municipal Land Use Law, N.J.S.A. 40:55D-31b, the 
Planning Board shall review and issue findings concerning any long-range facilities plan (“LRFP”) 
submitted to the Board pursuant to the “Educational Facilities Construction and Financing Act,” 
P.L.2000, c.72 (C.18A-7G-1 et al.) for the purpose of review of extent to which the LRFP is 
informed by, and consistent with, at least the land use plan element and the housing element 
contained within the municipal master plan.  The Morris Hills Regional Board of Education 
retained FKA Architects to update the LRFP in accordance with New Jersey Department of 
Education requirements. 
 
After reviewing the Long-Range Facilities Plan against the Borough’s Master Plan, it was found 
that the LRFP is consistent with the Land Use Element. The projected actions listed through the 
year 2025 do not require significant changes to existing infrastructure or any additions to the 
total existing area utilized by school facilities, nor do they change the underlying use of any 
educational facility.  Additionally, facilities for the Morris Hills Regional School District are located 
in Rockaway Township.  Wharton Borough has developments proposed that include residential 
units. As a result, potential increases to school children are reviewed in this plan review.   
 
The LRFP was also reviewed for consistency against the 2016 Housing Element and Fair Share 
Plan, which discussed future development opportunities and required affordable housing set-
asides for certain developments. At present, the schools within the Morris Hills Regional School 
District (Morris Hills Adult H.S., Morris Hills High, and Morris Knolls High) have an enrollment of 
2,622 students. Using calculations derived from a 2018 Rutgers University Center for Real Estate 
study, it is estimated that current housing development and redevelopment projects in Wharton, 
once completed, could potentially increase the number of school-aged children in the Borough 
by approximately 84 children (see attached table). However, the Rutgers study does not 
distinguish between elementary-aged and high-school-aged children. To account for this, the 
percentage breakdown of elementary and high school children in the Borough was applied to the 
total.  In total there are 1,102 school-aged children in Wharton, of those, 408 are in high school, 
about 37 percent.  Therefore, it is estimated that of the 84 new school-aged children, about 31 
would go to one of the Morris Regional School Facilities.   
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It should be noted that school district enrollment has been steadily declining over the last four 
years. The decline started in the 2017-’18 school year, dropping 3.9% (111 students) since 2011. 
Going into the 2018-’19 school year, there was a decrease of 0.1%, or 3 students. The 2019-’20 
school year declined by 3.4%, or 93 students. Finally, the 2020-’21 school year saw a decrease of 
about 1%, or 23 students. Over the past ten years, the enrollment dropped 8% in total (230 
students).  
 
Should all of the potential developments come to fruition, the influx of students (approximately 
84 students total and 31 of those high-school aged) would not surpass even the highest 
enrollment period (2,834 students in the 2006-‘07 school year). An additional 31 students would 
bring the current enrollment, based on the 2020-’21 school year, to 2,653. The current functional 
capacity of all three of these schools is 2,910, and the capital improvements proposed in the LRFP 
do not impact the area, and subsequently the functional capacity, of the school district.  
Additionally, some developments in the calculation have not yet been proposed or approved.  
The build-out scenario for the units reviewed is likely around ten years.   
 
The following improvements are proposed in the LRFP 2020 Update: room renovations that do 
not alter capacity, HVAC replacements, security improvements, structural upgrades, sound and 
lighting replacements, and electrical upgrades. 
 
Because these developments would not increase student enrollment beyond capacity, and the 
LRFP maintains the schools’ ability to meet the needs of an influx of approximately 31 students, 
the LRFP is consistent with Wharton’s Housing Element and Fair Share Plan. 
 

  Very truly yours, 

 
Jessica C. Caldwell, P.P., A.I.C.P. 

J. CALDWELL & ASSOCIATES, LLC. 
Borough of Wharton Board Planner 
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